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FAITH TO BE TAKEN
V. MORROW

CHAPTER ONE
Phase One - We Need to Believe
What we believe determines our destiny. When my son was
four, I decided to teach him how to read. He was an active little
fellow who preferred tumbling off walls. (Yes, there are people who
can run up a wall and do a somersault. My son taught himself in
preschool!) I gathered alphabet pages, pictures with labels, and early
reader books and made him sit down.
“Now Henry,” I said holding up a beautiful picture book, “this is the
letter ‘A’.”
“No, it’s not.” He laughed and ran off.
Shortest lesson ever.
I did not expect him to react that way. I had no response. How do
you teach someone who refuses to believe what you say?
Even though I was older and wiser and knew he needed
instruction to function in this world, my attempts were futile. We
struggled as I tried to force him to learn. Fortunately, his four-foot
eleven first grade teacher with a will of steel came to the rescue.
When I told her about my attempts and my son’s reaction, Ms Collins
said, “Oh, did he!” She smiled and patted my hand during the
student conference. “Don’t worry. I got this. What I teach him will
help him now and throughout his school career. My students perform
very well.”
So Henry had a front row seat and a great deal of Ms Collin’s
attention that year. He finished first grade reading above level and
just as she promised thirteen years ago—he excels in language arts
and writing, even though he still prefers the gym over the library.
What was her secret? Why was Ms Collins successful where I
failed. She was an expert captivator. She turned her classroom into a
stage. It was a “mini-world”, beautifully designed and full of activities,

toys and games. Were her students wild? Absolutely not! She was
strict, but delightful. Ms Collins never spoke above a whisper when
giving instruction because she never needed to. Those children
leaned in ready to receive her every word.
Come to think of it, God used Ms Collins to teach me a lesson. We
can’t force anyone to believe anything. But we can demonstrate the
truth and show how boundaries make life enjoyable and learning
possible. When the teacher is patient and creative, learning is a
delight. When the world is fascinating, we can’t help but seek the
quiet voice of its Creator.
God knows what He is doing. He is a master Teacher. We
need to believe Him.
God created everything. Jesus Christ is God.
“Christ is the exact likeness of the unseen God. He existed before
God made anything at all, and, in fact, 16 Christ Himself is the
Creator who made everything in heaven and earth, the things we
can see and the things we can’t; the spirit world with its kings and
kingdoms, its rulers and authorities; all were made by Christ for His
own use and glory. He was before all else began and it is his power
that holds everything together. He is the Head of the body made up
of his people—that is, his Church—which he began; and he is the
Leader of all those who arise from the dead, so that he is first in
everything; for God wanted all of Himself to be in his Son.”
Colossians 1:15-19 Living Bible (NOTE: Christ is a title that means
the anointed One.)
Sin separates us from God.
“It was through what his Son did that God cleared a path for
everything to come to him—all things in heaven and on earth—for
Christ’s death on the cross has made peace with God for all by his
blood. 21 This includes you who were once so far away from God.
You were his enemies and hated him and were separated from him
by your evil thoughts and actions, yet now he has brought you back

as his friends. 22 He has done this through the death on the cross of
his own human body, and now as a result Christ has brought you
into the very presence of God, and you are standing there before
him with nothing left against you—nothing left that he could even
chide you for;” Colossians 1:20-22 Living Bible
We can be reconciled to God by faith.
“…the only condition is that you fully believe the Truth, standing in
it steadfast and firm, strong in the Lord, convinced of the Good News
that Jesus died for you, and never shifting from trusting him to save
you. This is the wonderful news that came to each of you and is now
spreading all over the world. And I, Paul, have the joy of telling it to
others.” Colossians 1:23 Living Bible
If we suddenly heard a siren ringing, warning us a tsunami would
strike in thirty seconds, and we believed the three truths listed
above, we would enter into Our Creator’s heavenly kingdom.
Not sure? Our Creator is not worried. He has a front row seat
reserved just for us. The world is His classroom. It’s beautifully
designed and interactive. Every event teaches a life lesson. The
Lord won’t yell and He won’t change His rules. But if we lean in and
listen, He will tell us the story—the truest “once upon a time” of all
times.

CHAPTER TWO
The Plague--The Original Sin
“It’s mighty quiet down there,” Mother said. “You seen Tony and
Ellie?”
“They’re probably playing out back,” Father said. “Check down by
the creek.
“I did,” Mother frowned. “No sign of them.”
“Alright.” Father sighed and slipped on his sneakers. “Be right
back.” He trudged down Tony and Ellie’s ‘hidden’ path to his
workshop, following the sound of bushes shuffling and voices
whispering. The gate was open. Broken glass littered the entrance.
He shook his head as he stepped over the mess. His prize model
—a miniature toy village—a little world within itself, lay in ruins. The
working train was off it tracks, its windows broken and wheels
spinning. The little zoo was smashed and half the animals missing.
Worst of all, the most intricate piece in the whole village, a tiny
bakery with running water and a working oven that made real food,
was on fire!
“Tony!” Father yelled. “Where are you?” He doused the flames
with a bucket of water.
A small head, covered with dark curls like his own, poked through
the bushes.
“Why are you hiding? Did you meddle in my workshop when I told
you not to?”
“It was Ellie. She wanted to make cookies in the little oven.”
Another small figure peered from behind the rose bushes. Her
face was covered with soot. Slender arms held out a stuffed toy
dragon. “It was Puffy. He said, ‘Don’t worry. Everything will be fine.’
See?” She pulled the string out its back until it clicked. The
mechanical voice was cheerful. “Don’t worry. Everything will be fine.”

“Ellie!” Father’s voice was stern. “That’s the only thing he’s
programmed to say.
Ellie slumped, dropping Puffy instantly. The toy fell into a puddle
and fizzled.
“Tony, I expected more from you.” Father swept up the remnants
of the tiny bakery and tossed it in the trash. “I made the little village
for both of you. I was going to teach you how to play with it.”
Tony stared at the puddle. Ellie inched closer to her brother.
“Wait for me outside,” Father closed the gate behind them.
It was bound to happen. Children are curious and often rebellious.
Time out. Punishment. Lessons to learn.
Our Creator calls Himself Father. He calls Himself Son. He calls
Himself Spirit. He calls us His children. As it is now, so it was in the
beginning.
“Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to tend and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the
man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” Genesis
2:15-17
Every time we disobey God, death enters our world. That
death is not always immediate, as was the case with Adam, the first
man the Lord God created.
“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise,
she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her,
and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves coverings.” Genesis 3:6-7
Adam did not die until he was 930 years old! But he surely
died.

“So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty
years; and he died.” Genesis 5:5
Every human born into this world has a death sentence. We
just don’t know the exact day or hour. We grieve when people die,
but we are not surprised. What’s surprising is if someone keeps
living. Do you know anyone who will never die? Neither do I. God
placed genetic instructions for mankind inside Adam’s DNA. He is
the earthly father of human kind. His corrupted DNA is inherited by
all mankind. Every time we sin, a little more corruption enters our
system and we pass it along to our offspring. We are all born into sin.
“When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race. His sin
spread death throughout all the world, so everything began to grow
old and die, for all sinned.” Romans 5:12-14, Living Bible
According to research conducted by plant geneticist Dr. John
Sanford and his colleagues, the decline of lifespans in the Genesis
account follow a well-defined decay curve that could never happen
by chance. They discovered “…the biological decay curve found in
these biblical texts matches biological decay curves known from the
science of mutation accumulation. As mutations add up after every
generation, they constantly erode genetic information.” 1
We live in a rebellious world, full of rebellious people making
rebellious decisions. No wonder our world is such a mess. No
wonder we need a Savior—someone with the seed of Adam, but
without the inherited sin. That’s where the mysterious biblical figure
Enoch mentioned in Genesis chapter five enters God’s narrative of
early man. In Enoch’s life, we see a glimmer of hope for all mankind,
but we’ll learn more about him in the next chapter.
Imagine a perfect world without mutation—there would be no
sickness, no harmful behavior, nor fear and no death. It’s easy to
imagine someone getting sick and dying of cancer or a virus. We are
not shocked by random violence or senseless wars. Hatred and lies
are normal human behavior. But these maladies are not our

Creator’s intentions. They are the physical manifestation of our own
rebellion. God created a world so good, so perfect the thought of it
seems like a fantasy.
The Lord God is so good, but He is not too good to be true.
He wanted the man and woman He placed in His garden to trust Him
and only eat from the Tree of Life. Instead, Adam and Eve chose to
eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and have the
responsibility of figuring out what was good and what was evil for
themselves. Thousands of years later, we are following in their fallen
footsteps and the results are still disastrous.
As knowledge (from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil)
has increased in our world, so has the concept that man is his own
god. An easy way to know that we are not is to realize:
If we have ever had a question, then we are not God. God has
answers—not questions.
If we have ever had a problem, then we are not God. God has
solutions—not problems.
If we were born and needed to be taught, we are not God. God
is the all-existent One.
When God creates something, it is created to operate perfectly. If
something is broken, He can fix it because He created it.
Acknowledging that we are not our own god is the first step in
the cure from the original plague—sin.
“But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” 2
Peter 3:8
When Adam sinned, he died within the one thousand-year day just
as the Lord God said. God proves He is God by the Word of God.
What God says always happens, just the way He said it would.

There is one reason our world does not function the way it
should—sin. Sin is not a theoretical concept that is hard to
understand. The original sin is rebellion against our Creator.
Rebellion is born from pride. Pride says, “I created myself. I can do
whatever I want to do.” We can certainly think those thoughts. Our
Creator has given us free will. We can even deny the existence of
the One who created us. But we cannot escape the consequences of
rebellion against Him.
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23
Since the early history of man, we have been infected with the
worldwide pandemic of sin. The plague has no cure. But, God has a
plan. The heart of our Heavenly Father is to restore His children, not
to destroy His children.
•••
“Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one
of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and
take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— therefore the
Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from
which he was taken. So He drove out the man; and He placed
cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword
which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.” Genesis
3:22-24
As fantastical as it may seem, this is the beginning of man’s
sorrows. A Divine Being, a mystical paradise, fearsome creatures, a
deceptive enemy and flaming swords—these are all described in
Genesis, the first book of the Bible. Research shows that much of
the Bible is historically accurate, so why do so many doubt its
account of our origins? Just because the truth is strange, doesn’t
mean it’s fiction.
In TAKEN we follow the mysterious historical figure Enoch, who
lived during the time of Adam and Eve. His world is as far-fetched to
us as blue-tooth and “the Cloud” would be to him. When Enoch’s

walked the earth, men lived to be hundreds of years old. They
thrived in a super-oxygenated atmosphere that caused men, plants
and animals to grow much larger. They were very aware of God and
spiritual beings and even talked with them. Their minds were sharp,
their bodies strong, and their memories longer. They desired to pass
along mankind’s history to their children’s children. They kept
detailed genealogies, which would be too boring to include in
something merely meant to amuse. No, these biblical accounts all
point to the solution of mankind’s great problem—how to get back to
paradise and know the Creator again. The Lord God made a
promise—the Seed of the woman would come and redeem them
from the curse. They believed God and looked for the Seed,
generation after generation. Until then men had to seek God based
on the memories of people who knew the Lord God face-to-face.
Adam and Eve remembered God.
Everyone else had to seek God without seeing.
Enoch sought God and found Him, so much so, God took him!
God took this human man out of his earthly existence without dying
and made sure it was recorded. Why? Is God taunting the people left
behind. No, He is teaching the rest of mankind through Enoch’s
example. Enoch was noteworthy because of his faith and he is a
pattern for all who will put their faith in God.
Enoch’s life is a prophecy. One dedicated man walked by faith and
escaped death because He pleased God. In the future, all who walk
with God by faith can escape death too!
Still think this is the stuff of fantasy novels? Think again. God is
real. The Bible is true. The Lord God invites us all to be heroes in His
Story by faith.
You up for the journey?
Jesus, the Creator and giver of life, has resurrection power
for you.

“Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever
lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” John
11:25-26
Jesus proved He was telling the truth when He was crucified
publicly on the Cross and rose from the dead three days later,
just as he said He would. There were thousands of witnesses to his
public execution.
“The Father loves me because I lay down my life that I may have it
back again. No one can kill me without my consent—I lay down my
life voluntarily. For I have the right and power to lay it down when I
want to and also the right and power to take it again. For the Father
has given me this right.” John 10:17-18 Living Bible
Over 500 witnesses saw Jesus after He rose from the dead.
He appeared in the flesh in Israel for over 40 days before ascending
to Heaven.
“I passed on to you right from the first what had been told to me,
that Christ died for our sins just as the Scriptures said he would, and
that he was buried, and that three days afterwards he arose from
the grave just as the prophets foretold. He was seen by Peter and
later by the rest of “the Twelve.” After that he was seen by more than
five hundred Christian brothers at one time, most of whom are still
alive, though some have died by now. Then James saw him, and
later all the apostles. Last of all I saw him too, long after the others,
as though I had been born almost too late for this.” 1 Corinthians
15:3-7 Living Bible
When other historical books offer proof we believe it.
•••
Jesus has the authority to send people to Hell.

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell.” Matthew 10:28
But Jesus doesn’t want us to go to Hell. Jesus paid the price
for our sins, so we do not have to go to that spiritual prison after
death. We understand the concept of physical death very well.
Consider this:
If You Really Loved Yourself You Would...
care more about your soul than your body.
You take great care of your body.
You are very concerned about it's health.
You don't want your body to get sick.
You don't want your body to die.
Your wear a mask over your mouth to filter out germs.
You distance yourself from people who may be contaminated.
You wear gloves and wash your hands because you don't want to
be defiled.
You trust your efforts will give you long life.
You warn others to practice the same habits.
I wish you cared just as much about your soul.
Filter the words coming from your mouth so you do not sin against
Me.
Guard your tongue from gossip, backbiting, cursing, lying and
slander.
Flee from temptation and put sin far away from you.
Keep your hands from ungodly acts and cleanse yourself from
worldly desires.
Trust My plan of salvation. I died to pay the price for your sins so
you can have
everlasting life.
Tell others the Good News--I am the Cure for this dying world.
If you did, there wouldn't be so many people in Hell.
But there would be many souls entering the Kingdom of Heaven.

If you really loved yourself, you would realize that I AM
ESSENTIAL.
With Love,
Your Savior, Jesus
“If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and do what
is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His
statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought
on the Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals you.” Exodus 15:26

CHAPTER THREE
Enoch--The Dedicated One
“Who was Enoch? His name means “dedicated” and he is only
mentioned three times in the bible. All we know is that he escaped
the curse by walking with the Lord. Why? Is the Lord God breaking
His own Word to allow that man to escape death? No.
“So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years.
24 And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.”
Genesis 5:23-24
The term “walking with the Lord” comes from the Hebrew word
“emuwnah”, which means fidelity.Fidelity is a marriage word. A
partner who demonstrates fidelity is loyal, trustworthy, honest and
obedient to the vows made on the wedding day. Those who choose
to walk with God this way are not just going for a stroll, they are
entering into a covenant with the most powerful Being who has
always existed—Our Creator.
This “walking with the Lord” covenant relationship is the pathway
God established for mankind’s redemption. God’s Father-son and
Father-daughter relationship with us was spoiled through sin. Think
about a parent who disinherits a child because of disobedience.
Although Adam and Eve were once part of a wealthy family, their
privileges were revoked and communication was severed.
Biologically, nothing changed. But relationally, they were completely
cut off.
We are biologically, mentally, and spiritually made in God’s image.
[NOTE: That is why it’s very important to avoid anything that alters

your genetic make-up]. That hasn’t changed. We are still His
offspring. But relationally, we are completely cut off. Our sin
separates us from God. Fortunately, there is a way to become a part
of His family again—through marriage or adoption.
If someone in right-standing from a wealthy family marries you,
you become part of the family. If someone from a wealthy family
chooses to adopt you, you become part of the family. Although God
had to punish sin, (He cannot be a just God and not punish evil), He
is willing to bring us back into His family through marriage and
adoption. Marriage and adoption are both covenants that must be
pursued and sealed legally with witnesses.
The Lord God wants to adopt. Are you available? Are you willing
to pursue a covenant relationship with the Lord? Enoch was.
1. Enoch walked by faith - He believed God and obeyed Him.
2. Enoch was diligent in seeking the Lord. - He consistently
believed and obeyed the Lord over the course of his
lifetime.
3. Enoch was a preacher of righteousness - He lived a biblically
moral lifestyle, and encouraged others to do the same.
4. Enoch was a man of prayer.
5. Enoch was faithful to God - His name Enoch means
“dedicated”.
6. Enoch had a relationship with the Lord - There was ongoing,
two-way communication between him and the Lord.
7. Enoch received revelation from the Lord.
Enoch became so close with God that the Lord decided it was
inconvenient for them to be separated. God doesn’t like longdistance relationships any more than you do. Parents long for their
children to come home—from the newborn infant who doesn’t know
anything, to the college student learning to be independent, to the
married adult with children of their own—the Lord wants to bring His
children home. Imagine that day when the Lord will say: “Hey! Come

up here.” That’s what I call a Revelation 4:1 moment. This happened
to the Apostle John in the last book of the bible.
“After this I looked, and there in heaven was an open door. The
first voice that I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come
up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”
Revelation 4:1
It happened to Enoch in the first book of the bible.
“By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and
was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was
taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. But without faith it
is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him. Hebrews 11:5-7
It can happen to us too.
•••
What is faith?
Faith is not an outcome. Faith is trusting God no matter what
comes.
This may sound strange, but the person who offends people the
most is God. Many times, God just doesn’t do what we want Him to
do. His plan doesn’t line up with our plans. So we become offended
and decide we don’t believe in Him anymore. It can happen to
anyone—even faithful Christians. To understand, let’s jump ahead a
few thousand years from the days of Enoch to the time when Jesus
walked the earth. Consider what happened to John the Baptist.
John the Baptist was a believer. We might even say he was one
of the first “believers”. After all, John announced to the world that
Jesus was the Messiah and baptized him. John the Baptist had faith.
But, even the faithful can be offended when trials come. Jesus
thought very highly of John. In fact Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you,

Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater
than John the Baptist:” Matthew 11:11.
But there’s a problem. John the Baptist was put in prison for
preaching the truth. Now John is perplexed. Jesus is the Messiah–
not just the Messiah, but he is also John’s cousin (Luke 1:10-50).
John probably wondered, “Why did Jesus let me go to prison? Why
doesn’t he rescue me?” So John sends his disciples to ask Jesus…
“And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he
sent two of his disciples and said to Him, “Are You the Coming One,
or do we look for another?” Jesus answered and said to them, “Go
and tell John the things which you hear and see: The blind see and
the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead
are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And
blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” Matthew 11:2-6
John knew Jesus was the Messiah–he prophesied it. He heard
God’s voice from heaven say, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17). Why did John doubt Jesus? He was
offended.
Jesus didn’t save John the Baptist from persecution, and
eventually murder through beheading, although he had the
power to do so. Think about it. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead
(John 11:1-46). He brought the widow woman’s son back to life
(Luke 7:11-16). Jesus brought Jairus’ daughter back to life (Mark
5:22-42). Why didn’t he save his own cousin, John, from a brutal
murder or at least raise him from the dead? Truth is: we don’t know
why. This is one of those occasions when we just have to trust Jesus
and believe that even our trials have purpose.
Having faith doesn’t mean we always get the outcome we
want. Faith is trusting God regardless of the outcome. God
commends people with this type of enduring faith and promises to
reward them.

“These people all trusted God and as a result won battles,
overthrew kingdoms, ruled their people well, and received what God
had promised them...But others trusted God and were beaten to
death, preferring to die rather than turn from God and be free—
trusting that they would rise to a better life afterwards. Some were
laughed at and their backs cut open with whips, and others were
chained in dungeons. Some died by stoning and some by being
sawed in two; others were promised freedom if they would renounce
their faith, then were killed with the sword. Some went about in skins
of sheep and goats, wandering over deserts and mountains, hiding
in dens and caves. They were hungry and sick and ill-treated—too
good for this world. And these men of faith, though they trusted God
and won his approval, none of them received all that God had
promised them; for God wanted them to wait and share the even
better rewards that were prepared for us.” Hebrews 11:33 & 3540, The Living Bible
There are two kinds of faith:
1. Overcoming faith (you win and receive the outcome you
wanted).
2. Enduring faith (you win and lay down your desires for God’s
purpose).
Are you overcoming or enduring right now? Be steadfast in
faith in spite of your trials. God promises to bless those who don’t
become offended.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they
revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely
for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your
reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.” Matthew 5:10-12
•••
Faith will be tested.

Faith begins as a confession and becomes a lifestyle. As we
follow Enoch’s faith journey in TAKEN, the landscape and people are
foreign and his adventures fantastical, but his quest for spiritual
growth is not. In chapter one, Enoch is the favored son. Life is going
his way. Doors of opportunity are wide open. He is bold and full of
hope.
Mother Eve bent down and hugged Enoch. “That was a beautiful
thing you did—brave too.” She removed a gold braided band still
clenched in Adam’s hand. “This was made from the skins given to us
by the Ancient Himself. Adam was planning to give it to a seventh
today.”
“But what of the other seventh sons?” the craggy man protested.
“He hasn’t talked to them all—"
“This one be favored,” the Great Mother said, draping it around
Enoch’s neck. “Take it.” She was already moving on, giving the
elders orders. “Make haste. Give the sickly ones a sip of brew until it
runs out—”
Suddenly Enoch was surrounded by tribesmen, slapping him on
the back, congratulating him.
New believers often experience great spiritual breakthroughs,
initially. Amazing encounters with God, immediate answers to
prayer, an instantaneous deliverance from a sinful habit and so on.
God establishes who He is during this foundational time. However,
just as a child is not allowed to stay in kindergarten forever, where
the work is easy and the teachers coddle, neither will God allow us
to experience only victory. It’s not long before Enoch realizes this.
The closer he gets to God, life does not get easier, it becomes more
difficult. Problems are not straightforward, but complex and answers
do not always come quickly.
Our journey becomes more challenging too as we walk with
God. Don’t panic. This is the normal development of a champion.
What is a champion without challengers? The champion proves he
deserves that title because he is not afraid to be tested.

“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; but
rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when
His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you
are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit
of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed,
but on your part He is glorified.” 1 Peter 4:12-14
Our faith will be tested. But the Lord will prepare us for each test.
As Enoch faces more opposition, a Voice begins to speak to him and
strengthen him with wisdom and power. In TAKEN that Voice is
referred to as the One Mind. This Being represents the Holy Spirit of
God who is sent by our Father in Heaven to help us overcome our
sinful flesh.
“For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.
And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does
the will of God abides forever.” 1 John 2:16-17

CHAPTER FOUR
Tubal-Cain--The Carnal Mind
Ever had a best friend? You laugh at the same jokes. You enjoy
doing the same things. You never run out of things to talk about. It’s
wonderful. Then, you get a call from an old friend. So you decide to
get both your friends together. It should be double the fun, right?
Wrong.
You discover your two friends hate each other, and you’re caught
in the middle. When you spend time with one, the other one sulks.
Neither friend has anything nice to say about the other. Being in the
middle is miserable. So what can you do?
You will have to choose.
One will be your best friend. The other friend will still be a part of
your life, but in a limited capacity.
That’s kind of how it is when we first ask the Lord Jesus into our
life. He give us a new spiritual nature that is perfectly compatible with
Him. According to biblical expert Lehman Strauss, we all have three
natures–spirit soul and body. Our spirit and our soul reside within our
physical body.
Think about it. Do you ever feel conflicted or torn about a
decision? Part of you wants to go to the gym. Then again, you really
don’t feel like going, so you don’t. Later on, you feel guilty because
you know you need to exercise to reach your goal. Does that sound
like only “one” person is involved? Your spirit-man loves God and
wants to do the same things God does. Your carnal man (also called

the mind of the flesh) wants to do the opposite. And, your body just
follows the commands of whoever is the strongest!
“It seems to be a fact of life that when I want to do what is right, I
inevitably do what is wrong. I love to do God’s will so far as my new
nature is concerned; but there is something else deep within me, in
my lower nature, that is at war with my mind and wins the fight and
makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. In my mind I want
to be God’s willing servant, but instead I find myself still enslaved to
sin. So you see how it is: my new life tells me to do right, but the old
nature that is still inside me loves to sin. Oh, what a terrible
predicament I’m in!” Romans 7:21-24, Living Bible
•••
“But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.” 1 Corinthians 2:14
The problem with the carnal man is that he seems so
reasonable. He always has a real good excuse for what he wants to
do and he is a know-it-all. Unfortunately, the only thing he really
knows is how to disobey the Lord. The carnal man is a fool who
thinks he knows more than God.
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools
despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7
If we want to be God’s friend, our spirit-man must take
authority over our carnal mind.
“For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is
life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it
is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.” Romans 8:6-7
In TAKEN both Enoch and his cousin Tubal-Cain long to learn
about the Hidden Father, who represents God the Father in the
Bible. As young men, Enoch and Tubal-Cain become good friends—
they’re both athletic and enjoy each other’s sense of humor. Both

want to become alpha-trackers in the Nesh Pa Nel when they grow
up. On the outside, they are evenly matched—even the Elders
cannot decide which of the two men should lead the tribes after
Father Adam dies. So they are sent on a quest. The winner will lead.
As they mature, we discover their motives are very different.
Enoch is spiritual. He makes decisions based on his desire to please
God. Tubal-Cain is carnal. He makes decisions based out of
ambition to please his earthly father, Lamech and earn respect. The
one chosen to lead, will produce a completely different destiny for
their tribes.
We also have to choose between two men to lead us—all day,
every day. They are not physical warriors but they are just as strong.
Our spirit-man and our carnal-man hide within us always vying for
top place, struggling to be the “alpha-man”. The one we choose to
follow will determine our destiny.
“I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the
flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do
the things that you wish. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery,
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies,” Galatians 5:16-20
Everyone can see our actions—they are on the outside. Only
God knows our motives. But we can know the root of our behavior
if we examine the fruit of our behavior. The fruit of the Holy Spirit will
be demonstrated in our lives, if we are following the leading of the
Holy Spirit.
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against
such there is no law." Galatians 5:22-23
•••

Our spiritual nature can dominate our carnal nature. The
battle gets easier as soon as we realize this truth—our spiritual
nature comes from God (1 Peter 1:22-25). When we receive Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Savior, we receive a new spirit that has
access to God’s nature and power (Luke 10:18-20). Our new best
friend, God the Holy Spirit, moves into our house (our physical body)
and begins to regenerate our soul(Titus 3:4-6).
Jesus died so we can be Spirit-led.
“Who will free me from my slavery to this deadly lower nature?
Thank God! It has been done by Jesus Christ our Lord. He has set
me free.” Romans 7:25, Living Bible
We have control over this process by an act of our will.
“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your
bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a
living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly
the way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this
world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the
way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which
is good and pleasing and perfect.” Romans 12:1-3, New Living
Translation
You decide how much you submit to God.
You decide how often you will pray.
You decide how often you will read the Word of God.
You decide how much you will get into God’s presence.
You decide how often you will fellowship with other believers
The nature we feed the most becomes dominant and controls
the other two. The more we obey our higher nature, the faster our
spirit-man will grow.
“Those who let themselves be controlled by their lower natures
live only to please themselves, but those who follow after the Holy
Spirit find themselves doing those things that please God. Following
after the Holy Spirit leads to life and peace, but following after the old

nature leads to death because the old sinful nature within us is
against God. It never did obey God’s laws and it never will. That’s
why those who are still under the control of their old sinful selves,
bent on following their old evil desires, can never please God. But
you are not like that. You are controlled by your new nature if you
have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that if anyone
doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ living in him, he is not a Christian at
all.)” Romans 8:5-9, Living Bible
Every time our spirit-man wins the battle over our carnal
mind, we develop a deeper friendship with God.
“…Don’t you realize that making friends with God’s enemies—the
evil pleasures of this world—makes you an enemy of God? I say it
again, that if your aim is to enjoy the evil pleasure of the unsaved
world, you cannot also be a friend of God.” James 4:4, The Living
Bible

CHAPTER FIVE
Semjaza--Spiritual Pride
“Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” 1
Corinthians 10:11-14
The greatest time of temptation does not come in the middle
of the battle, it comes after the battle is won. In TAKEN, Semajaza
is a respected leader among his people. He has led others
successfully and receives a promotion. People want to know his
opinion. They seek his advice. He has demonstrated loyalty to God.
But he is in danger and doesn’t know it.
The same can be true of us believers. When we are most
successful, we need to be the most watchful. The Bible tells us we
have an enemy, who wants to destroy us. He lies in wait—waiting for
us to let our spiritual guards down.
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 1 Peter 5:8
Spiritual guards come down, when pride goes up. It happens
to the best of men and even mature Christians. Wise men pray for
humility and watch out for pride. Pride is a spiritual assassin.
Look out for these seven signs of pride.
Sign #1 Waning prayer life. Men ought to pray always
Sign #2 Doubting God and His Word. Beware of an evil heart
of unbelief
Sign #3 Insisting on being first.

Sign #4 Assuming you are right. “Let nothing be done through
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not
only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”
Philippians 2:3-4
Sign #5 Impatient—with people and not willing to wait on the
Lord.
Sign #6 Acting on God’s behalf without consulting the Lord
first
Sign #7 Not heeding warnings from God and the people of
God.
God always sends a warning BEFORE judgment. Humble
people heed warnings and are saved from destruction.
“Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they
were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages
have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall. No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way
of escape, that you may be able to bear it. Therefore, my beloved,
flee from idolatry.” 1 Corinthians 10:11-14
We have to guard against becoming our own idol. If anyone
had the right to idolize Himself, it was Jesus. But even Jesus, who is
God in the flesh, walked in humility. He never insisted on His own
way, but yielded to the authority of God the Father. Let us follow
Jesus’ example.
“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who,
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a
bond-servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to
the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also
has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every
name,” Philippians 2:5-9

•••
“For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.” 1
John 2:16
What makes us do the exact opposite of what we know is
right?
Mr. Co-worker refuses to use the software his new manager
recommended.
Sweet, little Susie Goodgirl grabs the cookie Mom said she
couldn’t have. Then, lies to cover it up.
Neighbor continues to mow his lawn at 6 am every Saturday
morning even though he has received several complaints and a
written warning from the home-owner’s association.
It’s called rebellion—the need to have our own way, all the time.
Unfortunately, we don’t grow out of rebellion. But, we can learn to
submit to godly authority, follow guidelines we don’t agree with, and
choose good over evil. Without discipline, the teenager who refuses
to do his chores becomes the young professional who says, “My new
boss is a jerk and I’m not following his stupid plan.”
God considers this rebellious, headstrong attitude a serious
sin. To us, rebellion may seem insignificant compared to violent,
criminal acts like murder, rape, and burglary. But in God’s eyes,
rebellion is the initial willful decision to disobey. It is the selfdetermination to choose that which is evil.
“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord,
he hath also rejected thee from being king.” 1 Samuel 15:23, King
James Version
God compares rebellion to witchcraft (the attempt to control and
manipulate people for your own purposes) and stubbornness to
iniquity (violating others) and idolatry (putting anything higher than
God, including your feelings and desires). Rebellion cost King Saul

his kingdom (1 Samuel 15:24-28). Because King Saul refused to
obey God’s instructions, he appointed a new king to take his place—
an unknown, but obedient shepherd boy called David.
Rebellion opens the door to more ungodly behavior. So, what
does the fruit of rebellion look like?
“You may as well know this too, Timothy, that in the last days it is
going to be very difficult to be a Christian. For people will love only
themselves and their money; they will be proud and boastful,
sneering at God, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful to them, and
thoroughly bad. They will be hardheaded and never give in to others;
they will be constant liars and troublemakers and will think nothing of
immorality. They will be rough and cruel, and sneer at those who try
to be good. They will betray their friends; they will be hotheaded,
puffed up with pride, and prefer good times to worshiping God. They
will go to church, yes, but they won’t really believe anything they
hear. Don’t be taken in by people like that.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5, Living
Bible
How do we eliminate rebellion? We have to address its two
roots—pride and immaturity. The actions might look the same but
the motivation behind the behavior is different.

People who are rebellious due to immaturity (like children) usually
respond to training and consequences, even though it may make
them angry initially.
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it”. Proverbs 22:6
“Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of
correction shall drive it far from him.” Proverbs 22:15
“Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him
with the rod, he shall not die.” Proverbs 23:13
People who are rebellious due to pride do not respond to
reasonable consequences. Punishment just makes them angrier
and increases their rebellion. Instead of repenting, they revolt—they
justify their behavior with lies and attempt to persuade others to join

their side. Whether it’s an individual, organization or a nation, God
deals with this type of pride through severe judgments.
Examples of pride from the Bible:
Lucifer led a revolt against God in Heaven and convinced one
third of all the angels to follow him (Ezekiel 28:16-17 and
Revelation 12:1-10)—He never repented and was cast out of
Heaven (along with all the angels who rebelled with him); and
his name was blotted out and changed to Satan, which
means the advesary or the accuser.
Korah incited a rebellion against Moses (Numbers 16:1-33) –
He never repented and was swallowed alive by a sinkhole (along
with all those who rebelled with him).
King Nebuchadnezzar was proud and refused to recognize
God as the source of his great kingdom (Daniel 4:24-37). He
eventually repented, but only after suffering for seven years from
a humiliating, debilitating condition, called boanthropy, in which
he thought he was an animal and lived like one!
We don’t have to be rebellious. We can choose our attitude
and our behavior. The one person who can do whatever He wants
is God. But, even God chooses to obey His Word. If God makes us a
promise, He will not break it. If God who is all-powerful, allknowing and everlasting can submit, then so can we.
Try these six strategies to eliminate rebellion in yourself and
in those you are training:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Focus on what you can do, instead of what is not allowed.
Remind yourself of the rewards of good choices.
Remind yourself of the consequences of bad decisions.
Follow through on the rewards and the consequences of those
you are training. The effects of decisions (good and bad) must
be experienced to learn from them.
5. Pray to God in Jesus’ Name. Ask the Lord to help you in
moments of weakness and to give you the attitude of Christ, who
was obedient unto death.(Philippians 2:5-9)

6. Let mistakes strengthen your resolve to do better. If you disobey,
repent. Ask God to forgive you and make better choices next
time. Never plan to disobey and repent later—God is not
mocked. The Lord knows our motives.
•••
“…God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” James
4:6
Success can be so intoxicating, we need an accountability
partner to overcome it. The Holy Spirit is our Best Accountability
Partner. The Holy Spirit will warn us before we sin. If we obey the
voice of the Holy Spirit, we will not operate in pride.

Consider King David. David committed a grievous sin during a time
of great success. Yet the Lord called King David a “man after His own
heart”. Why? David sincerely confessed his sins and repented. It’s
recorded in Psalm 51, which David wrote after he committed adultery
(with Bathsheba) and had a man murdered (Bathsheba’s husband
Uriah) to cover up her pregnancy (2 Samuel 11:1-12:25). David
received grace from God because he humbled himself and turned
from sin with all his heart. We will receive grace too, if we humble
ourselves and repent.

“if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves,
and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 2
Chronicles 7:14
Biblical ways to demonstrate humility:
Prayer
Fasting
Reading the Word of God (Psalm 1, Psalm 100 and Psalm 119)
Obeying the Lord
Seeking godly counsel
Restitution
Sharing your testimony
Prayer must come from a place of humility.
“Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to prayer made
in this place. For now I have chosen and sanctified this house, that
My name may be there forever; and My eyes and My heart will be
there perpetually. As for you, if you walk before Me as your father
David walked, and do according to all that I have commanded you,
and if you keep My statutes and My judgments,” 2 Chronicles 7:15-17
Jesus’ primary message the first time he came to earth was-Repent.
“From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:17
Jesus is soon to return. What warning does He give to believers
about His Second-Coming? The same message—repent. Do a
repentance “self-check” based on Jesus’ warnings from the Book of
Revelation:
To the Loveless Believer – “Remember therefore from where
you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come

to you quickly and remove your lamp-stand from its place—
unless you repent.” (Revelation 2:5, Revelation 2:1-7)
To the Persecuted Believer – “Be faithful until death, and I will
give you the crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10, Revelation 2:8-11)
To the Compromising Believer – “Repent, or else I will come to
you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My
mouth.” (Revelation 2:16, In Context Revelation 2:12-17)
To the Corrupt Believer – “Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed,
and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation,
unless they repent of their deeds.” (Revelation 2:22, In Context
Revelation 2:18-29)
To the Dead Believer – “Remember therefore how you have
received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will
not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know
what hour I will come upon you.” (Revelation 3:3, In Context
Revelation 3:1-6)
To the Faithful Believer – “Because you have kept My
command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial
which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell
on the earth. Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you
have, that no one may take your crown.” (Revelation 3:10-11, In
Context Revelation 3:7-13)
To the Lukewarm Believer – “As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.” (Revelation 3:19, In
Context Revelation 3:14-21)
Some people believe we can’t live up to God’s standard.
They’re right. We can’t.
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans
3:23
The humble repent and receive grace. When we confess our
sins to the Lord, He will forgive us and bring deliverance in that area.
Salvation includes eternal life and the power to overcome sin in this
earthly life. However, before we can overcome anything, we must first

confess (admit guilt). If we insist we are not guilty, God cannot help
us.
“If we say that we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and
refusing to accept the truth. But if we confess our sins to him, he can
be depended on to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong.
And it is perfectly proper for God to do this for us because Christ died
to wash away our sins.* If we claim we have not sinned, we are lying
and calling God a liar, for he says we have sinned.” 1 John 1:8-10,
Living Bible
God is ready to forgive and help us. God’s plan of salvation is
as simple as ABC.
Admit we have sinned (Romans 3:20-23).
Believe Jesus died on the cross for our sins (Romans 10:10).
Confess that Jesus is Lord and obey Him (Romans 10:9).
“Then I said, “My doom is sealed, for I am a foul-mouthed sinner, a
member of a sinful, foul-mouthed race; and I have looked upon the
King, the Lord of heaven’s armies.” Then one of the mighty angels
flew over to the altar and with a pair of tongs picked out a burning
coal. He touched my lips with it and said, “Now you are pronounced
‘not guilty’ because this coal has touched your lips. Your sins are all
forgiven.” Isaiah 6:5-7
Confession is good for the soul, literally—it saves our souls!
“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who
has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. Whoever
commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. And
you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him
there is no sin. Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins
has neither seen Him nor known Him. Little children, let no one

deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He
is righteous.” 1 John 3:2-7

CHAPTER SIX
Heaven's Realm--The Believer's Reward
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to
life, and there are few who find it.” Matthew 7:13-15
Be one of the few who find eternal life in Christ. Focus on the
reward of the narrow way, instead of the difficulty today. What’s
really difficult is spending eternity in Hell. When we think of it that
way, the narrow path of faithfulness to God is a blessing. Think of
how many people in Hell would love an opportunity to follow the
narrow way now. It may be to late for them, but not for anyone who is
still alive. Know this—God is on our side, even when we can’t see
Him or feel His presence. We know this is true because He promised
us in His Word. God often hides during a period of “testing”. The
Lord has not forsaken us during testing, He is merely waiting
for us to finish the exam.
“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can
be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is
also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes
intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all
day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” Yet in all
these things we are more than conquerors through Him who

loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,
nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8:31-39
In TAKEN, Enoch is led to the Garden of God by a mysterious
stranger and tested by the opportunity to take from the Tree of
Life. Enoch refuses to take from it without express permission from
God. Sometimes we do the opposite. Since God didn’t specifically
say we couldn’t do something, we assume it’s okay. When we’re not
certain of the Lord’s will, it’s better to wait on the Lord than to act
presumptuously. Every day we are faced with the opportunity to do
our will or the Lord’s will. Let’s learn from Jesus’ example. He never
put His own desires above pleasing God the Father. Although Jesus,
the Son of God, is fully God Himself--He prayed daily to know the will
of God the Father.
“For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but
the will of Him who sent Me.” John 6:38
When Jesus’ disciples asked Him to teach them how to pray, He
gave them this prayer, now known as The Lord’s Prayer:
“In this manner, therefore, pray:
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.” Matthew 6:9-13
In this model prayer, Jesus taught that we should ask for
forgiveness and forgive others. This was so key that he explained
why this should be a part of our daily prayer life.
“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Matthew 6:14-15
Even though it may be difficult, believers who want to stay on
the narrow road forgive.
•••
Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. Matthew
5:8
God knows when we truly love Him and want Him in our lives.
God desires to have a relationship with His children and wants to
restore those who have gone astray. God is the same
yesterday,today and always—and we are too in an imperfect way.
Because we tend to make the same mistakes over and over again,
history often repeats itself.
In King Hezekiah’s day, the people had been in bondage to
foreigners and weren’t able to keep the Passover Feast at the usual
time in the month of April. Passover was the most important feast
because it celebrated when God delivered them from slavery in
Egypt and the blood of the Lamb on their door-posts protected them
from the angel of death that killed all the first-born children in Egypt
(Exodus chapters 12-14). After this deliverance, God commanded
them to celebrate this holiday in person for all ages to come.
“King Hezekiah now sent letters throughout all of Israel,
Judah, Ephraim, and Manasseh, inviting everyone to come to
the Temple at Jerusalem for the annual Passover celebration.

The king, his aides, and all the assembly of Jerusalem had voted to
celebrate the Passover in May this time, rather than at the normal
time in April, because not enough priests were sanctified at the
earlier date, and there wasn’t enough time to get notices out. The
king and his advisers were in complete agreement in this matter, so
they sent a Passover proclamation throughout Israel, from Dan
to Beersheba, inviting everyone. They had not kept it in great
numbers as prescribed. “Come back to the Lord God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel,” the king’s letter said, “so that He will return
to us who have escaped from the power of the kings of Assyria.” 2
Chronicles 30:1-6 Living Bible
The people were supposed to go to the temple (which is like a
church) to worship the Lord.
“Do not be stubborn, as they were, but yield yourselves to the
Lord and come to his Temple which he has sanctified forever, and
worship the Lord your God so that his fierce anger will turn away
from you.” 2 Chronicles 30:8
All the people were invited, but many of them didn’t take the
invitation seriously and mocked the messengers.
“For the Lord your God is full of kindness and mercy and will not
continue to turn away his face from you if you return to him.” So the
messengers went from city to city throughout Ephraim and
Manasseh and as far as Zebulun. But for the most part they were
received with laughter and scorn!”
The Lord teaches us through patterns. What is lived out as a
physical example in the Old Testament (OT), is repeated in New
Testament (NT) as a spiritual truth.
Children of Israel (OT) = children of God (NT)
A perfect lamb (OT) = Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of the world (NT)

The blood of the lamb (OT) = Jesus’ blood shed on the cross as
payment for our sins (NT)
The blood of the lamb on the door-post (OT) = Receiving Jesus
into your life as Savior. His blood covers our sins (NT)
Coming out of slavery in Egypt (OT) = Coming out of slavery to sin
and death (NT)
Crossing the Red Sea supernaturally (OT) - Crossing over from
death to life supernaturally (NT)
Moses was the deliverer in the first Passover (OT) = Moses
served as a pattern for Jesus who leads us from death to life in the
spiritual Passover (NT)
King Hezekiah rules the people = Jesus is king of kings and lord
of lords. He rules all in heaven and earth.
If something happened as patten in the Old Testament, we
can expect to see that repeated in the New Testament as a
spiritual truth. The account of King Hezekiah teaches us the king
has the authority to pardon, extend mercy, and intercede for his
people.
Jesus is our King and our High Priest.
“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as
we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.” Hebrews 4:14-16
What spiritual truth can be learned from this Old Testament
account? Keep asking. Keep seeking. Keep knocking. The King has
the authority to grant mercy.
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or

what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If
you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things
to those who ask Him!” Matthew 7:7-11
The pure in heart shall see God. The Lord cleanses our heart
and makes us pure when we repent of our sins and obey Him.
•••
“But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have
entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for
those who love Him.” 1 Corinthians 2:9
The Lord once told me this about Heaven during my prayer time:
Everything on earth is like baby food compared to what is in Heaven.
Baby food is edible but no one who has had real food ever wants to
go back to baby food!
In the book of Revelation, the Lord gives us a glimpse of
Heaven. There will be no death, sorrow, pain or crying in
Heaven.
“Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they
shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for
the former things have passed away.” Revelations 21:2-4
The kingdom of Heaven is a place of continuous light and
everyone will see and know the Lord there.
“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of
its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which
bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves

of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no
more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and
His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His
name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no night there:
They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them
light. And they shall reign forever and ever.” Revelation 22:1-5
The kingdom of Heaven is a real place with a heavenly city so
extravagant it would put the wealthiest cities on earth to shame!
It is described in detail and even gives the measurements of the city
and how it is constructed.
”And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her
light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as
crystal. Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and
twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are
the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: three gates
on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and
three gates on the west. Now the wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of
the Lamb. And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure
the city, its gates, and its wall. The city is laid out as a square; its
length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the
reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are
equal. Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits,
according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. The
construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold,
like clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were
adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was
jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth
emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite,
the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh
jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve
pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the
city was pure gold, like transparent glass.” Revelation 21:10-21

Heaven is a safe place for everyone who dwells there. Nothing
evil or sinful is allowed in the city. There will be no fear in Heaven.
“But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or
causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life.” Revelation 21:27
Jesus taught that Heaven is so priceless it’s worth giving up
all your earthly possessions for it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful
pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and
sold all that he had and bought it.” Matthew 13:45-46
Jesus promised that He would prepare beautiful homes in
Heaven for His believers.
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in
Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself;
that where I am, there you may be also.” John 14:1-3
Jesus prayed for all believers, even those in the future, to be
with Him in Heaven.
“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in
Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are
in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world
may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I
have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them,
and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the
world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as
You have loved Me. “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave
Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory

which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of
the world.” John 17:20-24
In Heaven, we will be like Jesus.
“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed,
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone
who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” 1 John
3:2-3
Whatever we have to go through in this earthly life, eternity in
Heaven will be worth it.
“Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is
perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our
light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the
things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not
seen are eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

CHAPTER SEVEN
Contention--Spiritual Warfare
All Christians are in a spiritual battle and we must fight
spiritually. Remember faith leads to more faith, and doubt leads to
more doubt--don't give the enemy an inch or he will try to take a mile
(I hope you've heard of that expression and know what I'm trying to
say.)
“Last of all I want to remind you that your strength must come from
the Lord’s mighty power within you. Put on all of God’s armor so that
you will be able to stand safe against all strategies and tricks of
Satan. For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and
blood, but against persons without bodies—the evil rulers of the
unseen world, those mighty satanic beings and great evil princes of
darkness who rule this world; and against huge numbers of wicked
spirits in the spirit world. So use every piece of God’s armor to
resist the enemy whenever he attacks, and when it is all over, you
will still be standing up. But to do this, you will need the strong belt of
truth and the breastplate of God’s approval. Wear shoes that are
able to speed you on as you preach the Good News of peace
with God. In every battle you will need faith as your shield to stop
the fiery arrows aimed at you by Satan. And you will need the helmet
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit—which is the Word of God.
Pray all the time. Ask God for anything in line with the Holy Spirit’s
wishes. Plead with him, reminding him of your needs, and keep
praying earnestly for all Christians everywhere.” Ephesians 6:1018 Living Bible
“You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on
You, Because he trusts in You.” Isaiah 26:3

"These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have
peace In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have
overcome the world." John 16:33
"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do
not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you
wherever you go." Joshua 1:9
Keep rebuking the evil spirit behind the dark thoughts and do not
fear. Keep praise and worship music on. Sing and praise the Lord.
Here are four powerful truths and the scriptures to back them up
from the Word of God. Use the Word of God to fight back
spiritually. Memorize scripture and quote THE WORD OF GOD
OUT LOUD when you are under attack.
1. I KNOW God loves ME--that's why He sent His Son Jesus to
die on the cross for my sins.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life.” John 3:16
2. I KNOW God forgives me because I am repenting from my sins
(Now confess your sins to God, ask God to help you do better, and
obey the Holy Spirit who will always lead you to holiness.)
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9
“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from
you.” James 4:7
3. I KNOW God will help me resist temptation and He has given
me power over the enemy.
“Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing
shall by any means hurt you.” Luke 10:19

“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” 1
Corinthians 10:13
4. BE CONFIDENT THAT JESUS LOVES YOU AND IS PRAYING
FOR YOU...
“I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in Me
through their message. May they all be one,as You, Father, are in
Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may
believe You sent Me. I have given them the glory You have given
Me.May they be one as We are one. I am in them and You are in
Me.May they be made completely one, so the world may know You
have sent Me and have loved them as You have loved Me. Father, I
desire those You have given Me to be with Me where I am. Then
they will see My glory, which You have given Me because You loved
Me before the world’s foundation. Righteous Father! The world has
not known You. However, I have known You, and these have known
that You sent Me. I made Your name known to them and will make it
known, so the love You have loved Me with may be in them and I
may be in them.” John 17:20-26
•••
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”(2
Timothy 2:15 King James Version)
The Lord expects us to study the Bible so we can discern good
from evil and know what is true and what is false. Here are Five
common lies that Will Send You to Hell. Let’s dissect each lie and
replace it with the truth from God’s Word.
Five Lies that Will Send You to Hell
“As surely as I live, says the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in
the death of wicked people. I only want them to turn from their

wicked ways so they can live.” Ezekiel 33:11 New Living Translation
Lie Number Five: There is no Hell.
Rationale: If God is love, he wouldn’t send people to a place of
eternal torment. So there must not be a place called hell.
Truth: God is love. A loving God punishes sin. The Lord can’t
ignore sin and be fair at the same time. The consequences of sin
is death. The eternal place for the soul that sins is Hell. If you accept
Jesus’ sacrifice (his death on the cross) as payment for your sin, you
will be pardoned from Hell.
The Bible says…
• “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Ezekiel 18:20 King James
Version
• “For God did not spare even the angels who sinned. He threw
them into hell, in gloomy pits of darkness, where they are being held
until the day of judgment.” 2 Peter 2:4 New Living Translation
•“As surely as I live, says the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in
the death of wicked people. I only want them to turn from their
wicked ways so they can live.” Ezekiel 33:11 New Living Translation
• “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23 King James Version
Lie Number Four: It doesn’t matter what you believe.
Rationale: There are many pathways to heaven. There are many
good religions that can teach you how to get to heaven.
Truth: There is only one way to God, the Father. That way is
through Jesus Christ, His Son, who died for our sins. Think
about it: If what we believe doesn’t matter, then believing in Jesus
and obeying God’s commandments won’t harm us. But if what Jesus
says is true, then not accepting Him as our Savior will land us in Hell.
We should care about our souls enough to search for the truth. If we
really want to know if Jesus is the Son of God, we should seek out
truth by reading the Bible and praying to God.

The Bible says…
•“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him.” Hebrews 11:6 New International
Version)
•Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6 New
International Version
•“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
Acts 4:12 King James
• “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” Romans 10:13 King James Version
Lie Number Three: The Bible is not God’s Word.
Rationale: There are many ancient texts that predate the Bible
that share some similar stories with different details.
Truth: The Bible is the inspired Word of God.(Read “Who Wrote
the Bible?”) It is reliable and without error. The Bible proves itself to
be true through its ability to transform lives and through prophecy—it
records the future before it happens. According to Astronomer Dr.
Hugh Ross, “Approximately 2500 prophecies appear in the pages of
the Bible, about 2000 of which already have been fulfilled to the
letter—no errors.” (Read Ross’ article “Fulfilled Prophecy: Evidence
for the Reliability of the Bible”)
The Bible says…
• “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work” 2 Timothy 3:16-17
• “Don’t ever think that I came to set aside Moses’ Teachings or
the Prophets. I didn’t come to set them aside but to make them come
true. I can guarantee this truth: Until the earth and the heavens
disappear, neither a period nor a comma will disappear from the

Scriptures before everything has come true.” Matthew 5:17-18
GOD’s Word Translation
Lie Number Two: There is no God.
Rationale: If we can’t see God, he doesn’t exist.
Truth: The Divine Designer tells us He is our Creator by
leaving clues all around us. Creation is the proof of God’s
existence:
• in our DNA and our body
• in math (Pi represented by π, = 3.14)
• in nature (Fibonacci Sequence is found throughout creation)
• and in the Word of God—the Bible.
Did You Know Our DNA has meaning based on the Hebrew
alphabet?
Our amazingly complex DNA is built on only 4 bases
represented by the acronym-A,C,G and T.
The Hebrew language is an alpha-numeric language (each letter
is also a number) where each letter also has a meaning.
The word Hebrew means “to cross over”. Is the Lord using the
Hebrew language to help us “cross reference” his clues to
mankind?
If we plug in the meaning of the letters DNA, based on the
Hebrew alphabet, the letters DNA, a message is
communicated…

DNA is: God, Creator and King, Faithfulness and soul
emergence, Door. Our DNA is our faithful connection to God.
We are made in God’s image and likeness.Jesus is The Word
of God.

• The values for CAGT add up to 424.
• These digits are 4,2, and 4.
• If you add 4+2+4, you get 10.
• The number 10 is the letter “Y” (Yod) which means Creation and
Metaphysical hand of God.

The Bible says…
“I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will
go in and out and find pasture.” John 10:9
“Only a fool would say to himself, “There is no God.” And why
does he say it? Because of his wicked heart, his dark and evil
deeds. His life is corroded with sin.” Psalm 53:1 The Living Bible
“For the truth about God is known to them instinctively; God has
put this knowledge in their hearts. Since earliest times men have
seen the earth and sky and all God made, and have known of
his existence and great eternal power. So they will have no
excuse when they stand before God at Judgment Day. Yes, they
knew about Him all right, but they wouldn’t admit it or worship
Him or even thank him for all his daily care. And after a while
they began to think up silly ideas of what God was like and what
He wanted them to do. The result was that their foolish minds
became dark and confused.” Romans 1:19-21, The Living Bible
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All
things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was
made that was made.” John 1: 1-3
Clues in math: What is Pi?
Is the Lord sending us a repetitive message?

• Pi is the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter. Its
value is 3.14.
• It is represented by the symbol “π”
• The symbol for pi “π” is basically the Hebrew letter ““ )תTav/
“t”)backwards.
• “Tav” (T) is the 22nd letter in the Hebrew alphabet and the last
letter in the Hebrew alphabet. It means = Truth and Perfection.
• The last book of the bible is called The Revelation of Jesus
Christ. The book of Revelation has 22 chapters.
• In Revelation 22:13, Jesus says…”I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.
• What shape begins where it ends? A CIRCLE!
• If we plug in the values for the Hebrew letters for the
numbers in pi (3,1, and 4) we see this meaning…
3= Love and kindness culmination; 1=God, Creator and King;
and 4=Door.
Lie Number One: When you die, if you have done more good
than evil, you will go to heaven.
Rationale: I am a good person. I try to be nice to everyone and I
haven’t done any really bad things, so I am going to heaven when I

die.
Truth: Yes, it’s true. You can go to heaven by being good.
Unfortunately, the only human to ever accomplish that is Jesus
(He is perfect and without sin). The rest of us were born into sin. So
no matter how many “good” deeds we do after we’re born, we still
carry the propensity to sin within us. God’s standard is not just “being
good”, it’s perfection. That’s why Jesus died to pay our sin-debt. He
exchanged his sinless life for our sinful life.
The Bible says…
•“Everyone dies because all of us are related to Adam, being
members of his sinful race, and wherever there is sin, death results.
But all who are related to Christ will rise again.” 1 Corinthians 15:22
The Living Bible
• “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our
righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like
the wind our sins sweep us away.” Isaiah 64:6 New International
Version
• “Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the
Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual
sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes,
or practice homosexuality, or are thieves, or greedy people, or
drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will inherit
the Kingdom of God.” 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 New Living Translation
• “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16 New International Version
Jesus is calling for all people to repent and be saved.
“Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to
think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something
shaped by art and man’s devising. Truly, these times of ignorance
God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,
because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in

righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given
assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” Acts 17:29-31
When we are not sure what to believe, we can examine the
fruit of the teaching.
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether
they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into
the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and
every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which
you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.” 1
John 4:1-3
Godly teaching leads to godly behavior.
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against
such there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23
Ungodly teaching leads to ungodly behavior.
“Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred,
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time
past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom
of God. Galatians 5:19-21
Note: Fornication means having sexual relations without being
married. Adultery is having sexual relations with someone other than
your legal spouse (Biblical marriage is between one man and one
woman). Biblical marriages require a binding legal agreement before
sexual intimacy. Warning: What is legal on earth does not affect the
laws of God’s kingdom. All sin is punishable by death, then Hell.

•••
“Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the
Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” But He
answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” Matthew
4:3-4
The enemy’s number one weapon is doubt. . .
He raises a question, that leads to doubt, the doubt leads to
deception and the deception leads to Hell. The Bible gives a lifesaving prophecy in Revelation 13. Do not doubt it. Believe every
word. Look for how the Word of God is being manifested on the
earth. Respond to the Word of God in faith by heeding the warning.
The Beast from the Earth
“11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he
had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. 12 And he
exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and
causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast,
whose deadly wound was healed. 13 He performs great signs, so
that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in
the sight of men. 14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth
by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast,
telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast
who was wounded by the sword and lived. 15 He was granted power
to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast
should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the
image of the beast to be killed. 16 He causes all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right
hand or on their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell
except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the
number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has

understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the
number of a man: His number is 666.” Revelation 13:11-18
“Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven
angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the
earth.” So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and
a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of
the beast and those who worshiped his image. Revelation 16:1-2

CHAPTER EIGHT
Resources
Chapter 1 - The Original Plague
According to research conducted by plant geneticist Dr. John
Sanford and his colleagues, the decline of lifespans in the Genesis
account follow a well-defined decay curve that could never happen
by chance. They discovered “…the biological decay curve found in
these biblical texts matches biological decay curves known from the
science of mutation accumulation. As mutations add up after every
generation, they constantly erode genetic information.”
1. Source: BRIAN THOMAS, PH.D.| MONDAY, JULY 14, 2014;
Institute for Creation Research; https://www.icr.org/article/didadam-really-live-930-years/

